FUNDAMENTAL UNITS
5.  Origin of the metric system.   At the tim
Revolution the extreme inconvenience of exist measures, together with the confusion arising different standards in different localities, le Assembly of France to appoint a commission t logical system.   The result of the labors of i was the present metric system, which was intro< in 1793, and has since been adopted by the most civilized nations except those of Great United States; and even in these countries its work is practically universal.
6.  The standard meter.   The standard leng\ system is called the meter.   It is the distance, temperature, between two  transverse parallel lines ruled on a bar of platinum-iridium (Fig. 1), which is kept at the International Bureau of Weights and Measures at Sevres, near Paris.
In order that this standard length might be reproduced if lost, the commission attempted to make it one ten-millionth of the distance from the                                 R.
